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SERMON XLH
Marks of having received the Holy Ghoft.

Acts xix. 2.

Have ye received the Holy Ghojl fince ye believed?

TWO different fignificatlons have been given of thefe

words. Some have fuppofed, that the queftion herd

put, is. Whether thefe difciples, virhom St. Paul found at

Ephefus^ had received the Holy Ghoft by impofition of hands

at confirmation ? Others think, thefe difciples had been al-

ready baptized into Johns baptifm j which not being attended

with an immediate cffufion of the Holy Spirit^ the Apoftle

here afks them, Whether they had received the Holy Ghoft

by being baptized into Jesus Christ ? And upon their an-

fwering in the negative, he firft baptized, and then confirmed

them in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Which of thefe interpretations is the moft true, is neither

eafy nor very neceiTary to determine. However, as the words

contain a moft important enquiryj without any reference tg

the context, I (hall from them,

*

/Vr/7, Shew who the Holy Ghoft here fpoken of;^ is ; and

that we muft all receive him, before we can be ftiled true

believers.

Secondly^ I {hall lay down fome fcripture marks whereby

we may know^ whether we have thus received the Holy

Ghoft or not. And

Thirdlyy By way of conclufion, addrefs myfelf to feveral

diftind^ clafles of profeflbrs, concerning the doctrine that

Ihall have been delivered.

Vol. Vi. L Firji,

55



[ l62 I

Firji^ I am to fhew who the Holy Ghofl fpoken of in the

the text, is ; and that we muft all receive him before we can.

be ftiled true believers.

By the Holy Ghoft is plainly fignified the Holy Spirit, the

third Perfon in the cver-blefled Trinity, confubftantial and

co-eternal with the Father and the Son, proceeding from, yet

equal to them both. He is emphatically called Holy, becaufe

infinitely holy in himfelf, and the author an<i finiftier of all

holinefs in us.

This blcfled Spirit, who once moved on the face of the

great deep ; who over-fliadowed the bleffed Virgin before that

holy child' was born of her j who defcended in a bodily fhape,

like a dove, on our bleflcd Lord, when he came up out of

the water at his baptifm ; and afterwards came down in fiery

tongues on the heads of all his Apoftles at the day of Pente-

coft : this is the Holy Ghoft, who muft move on the faces of

our fouls ; this power of the Moft High, muft come upon us,

and v/e muft be baptized with his -baptifm and refining fire,

before we can be ftiled true members of Christ's myftical

body.

Thus fays the Apoftle Paid^ " Know ye not that Jesus

Christ is in you, (that is,, by his Spirit) unlefs you are re-

probates?" And, " If any man hath not the Spirit of

Christ, he is none of his." And a-gain, fays St. "johrty

*' We know that we are his, by the Spirit that he hath givea

us."

It is not, indeed, neceflary that we (hould have the Spirit

now given in that miraculous manner, in which he was at firft

given to our Lord's Apoftles, by figns and wonders ; Jjut it

is abfolutely neceftary, that we ftiould receive the Holy Ohoft

in bis fandifying graces, as really as they did :. and fo will it

continue to be till the end of the world.

For thus ftands the cafe between God and man : God at

firft made man upright, or as the facred Penman expreftbs it,

*' In the image of God made he man ;" that is, his foul was

the very copy, the tranfcript of the divine nature. He, who
before, by his almighty fiat, fpoke the world into being,

breathed into man the breath of fpiritual life, and his foul was

adorned with a refemblance of the perfediions of Deity,

Thi^-
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This was the finidiing llroke of the creation r the perfection

both of the moral and material world. And fo near did man
refemble his divine Original, that God could not but rejoice

and take pleafure in his own likenefs : And therefore we read,

that when Gob had finiflied the inanimate and brutifh part

of the creation, he looked upon it, and beheld it was good %

but when that lovely, God- like creature man was made, be-

hold it was 'very good,

Happy, unfpeakably happy muft man needs be, when thuf?

a partaker of the divine nature. And thus might he have ftill

Continued, had he continued holy. But God placed him in

a ftate of probation, with a free grant to cat of every tree in

the garden of Eden^ except the tree of knowledge of good and

evil : the day he Ihould eat thereof, he was furely to die ;

that is, not only to be fubjed to temporal, but fpiritual death ;

and confequently, to lofe that divine image, that fpiritual

life God had not long fmce breathed into him, a:nd which was

as much his happincfs as his glory,

Thefe, one would imagine, were eafy conditions for a

finite creature's happinefs to depend on. But man, unhappy

man, being feduced by the devil, and defirine, like him, to

be equal with his Maker, did eat of the forbidden fruit ; and

thereby became liable to that curfe^ which the eternal God,
who cannot lie, had denounced againft his difobedience.

Accordingly we read, that foon after Adam had fallen, he

complained that he was naked ^ naked, not only as to his

body, but naked and deftitute of thofe divine graces which

before decked and beautified his foul. The unhappy mutiny

and diforder which the vifible creation fell into, the briars

and thorns which now fprung up and overfpread the earth,

were but poor emblems, lifckfs reprefentations of that con-
,

fufion and rebellion, and thofe divers lufts and pafTions which

fprung up in, and quite overwhelmed the fool of man imme-

diately after the fall. Alas I he was now no longer the image

of the invifible God ; but as he had imitated the devil's fin,

he became as it were a partaker of the devil's nature, and

from an union with, funk into a ftate of direcSl enmity againft

God.
Now in this dreadful difordered condition, are all of us

brought iato the world ; for as the root is, fuch muft the-

L 7. branches
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branches be. Accorf^ingly wc are tolJ, " That Adam begat

a fon in his own likenefs j" or, with the fame corrupt nature

which he himfelf had, after he had eaten the forbidden fruit.

And experience as well as fcripture proves, that we alfo are

altof^ether born in fin and corruption ; and therefore incapa-

ble, whilfl: in fuch a ftate, to hold communion with God.

For as light cannot have communion with darknefs, fo God
Can have no communion with fuch polluted fons of Belial.

Here then appears the end and defign why Christ was

manifeft in the flefli ; to put an end to thefe diforders, and to

reftore us to that primitive dignity in which we were at firft

created. Accordingly he (hed his precious blood to fatisfy

his Father's juftice for our fins \ and thereby alfo he procured

for us the Holy Ghoft, who fliould once more re-inftamp

the divine image upon our hearts, and make us capable of

Jiving with and enjoying the blefled God.

This was the great end of our Lord's coming into the

world ; nay, this is the only end why the world itfelf is now
kept ill being. For as foon as a fufficient number are fandi.^ed

out of it, the heavens fhall be wrapped up like a fcroll, the

elements fhall melt with fervent heat, the earth, and all that

therein is, ihall be burnt up.

This fandlification of the Spirit, is that nsw birth men-

tioned by our blefled Lord to Nicodenius, " without which

we cannot fee the kingdom of God.'* This is what St. Paul

calls being " renewed in the fpirit of our minds ;" and it is

the fpring of that holinefs, without which no man fhall fee

the Lord.
Thus then, it is undeniably certain, we muft receive the

Holy Ghoft ere wc can be fliled true members of Chrkt'3
myftical body. I come in the

Second place to lay down fome fcriptural marks, whereby

we may eafily judge, whether we have thus received the Holy

Ghoft or not. And the

FirJ} I fhall mention, is, our having received a fpirit of

prayer and fupplication -, for that always accompanies the

fpirit of grace. No fooner was Paul converted, but " behold

he praycth/* And this v^^as urged as an argument, to con-

vince Ananias that he was converted. And God's eled are

alfo faid to '' cry to him day and night,"

And
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And fince one great worlc of the Holy Spirit Is to convince

us of fin, and to fet us upon feeking pardon and renewing

grace, through the all-fufBcient merits of a crucified Re-
deemer, whofoever has felt the power of the world to come,

awakening him from his fpiritual lethargy, cannot but be al-

ways crying out, " Lord, what wouldft thou have me to

do?'* Or, in the language of the importunate blind 5^;-//-

meus, " Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy upon me."

The blelled Jesus, as he received the Holy Ghoft without

meafure, fo he evidenced it by nothing more, than his frequent

addrefles at the throne of grace. Accordingly we read, that

he was often alone on the mountain praying ; that he rofe a

great while before day to pray : nay, that he fpent whole

nights in prayer. And whofoever is made partaker of the

fame Spirit with the holy Jesus, will be of the fame mind,

and delight in nothing fo much, as to " draw nigh unto

God," and lift up holy hands and hearts in frequent and de-

vout prayer.

It muft be confefied, indeed, that this fpirit of fupplicatioii

is often as it were fenfibly loft, and decays, for fome time,

even in thofe who have adlually received the Holy Ghoft.

Through fpiritual drynefs and barrennefs of foul, they find in

themfelves a liftlefnefs and backwardnefs to this duty of

prayer ; but then they efteem it as their crofs, and ftill perfe-

vere in feeking Jesus, though it be forrowing : and their

hearts, notwithftanding, are fixed upon God, though they

cannot exert their affecSHons fo ftrongly as ufual, on account

of that fpiritual deadnefs, which God, for wife reafons, has

fufFered to benumb their fouls.

But as for the formal believer, it is not fo with him : no;

he either prays not at all, or if he does enter into his clofet,

it is with relucStance, out of cuftom, or to fatisfy the checks

of his confcience. Whereas the true believer can no more

live without prayer, than without food day by day. And he

finds his foul as really and perceptibly fed by the one, as hi^

body is nourifhed and fupported by the other. A
Second fcripture mark of our having received the Holy Ghoft,

is. Not committing fin.

" Whofoever is born of God, (fays St. John) finneth not,

neither can he fin, bccaufe his feed remaineth in him.'^

L 3 Niithcr
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Neither can he ftn. This expreflion does not imply the im-

poflibility of a chriftian's finning : for we are told, that " \x\.

many things we ofFend all :" It only means thus much ; that

a man who is really born again of God, doth not wilfully

commit fin, much lefs live in the habitual pradice of it. For

how (hall he that is dead to fin, as every converted perfon is^

live any longer therein ?

It is true, a man that is born again of God, may, through

furprize, or the violence of a temptation, fall into an ad of

Cm: witnefs the adultery o( David, and Peter's denial of his

Mailer. But then, like them, he quickly riles again, goes out

from the world, and weeps bitterly ; waihes the guilt of fm

away by the tears of a fincere repentance, joined with faith

in the blood of Jesus Christ j takes double heed to his

yj2iys for the future, and perfects holinefs in the fear of God.
The meaning of this expreffion of the Apoftle, that " a

man who is born of God, cannot commit fin," has been ^

fitly illuftrated, by the example of a covetous worldling, to

the general bent of whofe inclinations, liberality and profufe-

nefs are direflly oppofite : but if, upon fome unexpected,

fudden occafion, he does play the prodigal, he immediately

repents him of his fault, and returns with double caie to his

Jiiggardlinefs again. And fp is every one that is born again: to

commit fin, is as contrary to the habitual frame and tendency

of his mind, as generofity is to the inclinations of a mifer;

but if at any time, he is drawn into fin, he immediately, with

double zeal, returns to his duty, and brings forth fruits meet

for repentance. Whereas, the unconverted finner is quite

dead in trefpaffes and fins : or if he does abftain from grofs

a6is of it, through worldly felfifli motives, yet, there is fome

right eye he will not pluck out; fome right-hand which he

will not cut off; fome fpecious Agag that he will not facrifice

for God ; and thereby he is convinced that he is but a mere

Saul : and confequently, whatever pretenfions he may make to

the contrary, he has not yet received the Holy Ghoft. A
Third mark whereby we may know, whether or not we

have received the Holy Ghoft, is. Our conqueft over the

\vorld.

* LawV Ckrijlian ?erfe5lion»
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** For whofoever is born of God, (fays the Apoftle) over-

Cometh the world." By the world, we are to underftand, as

St. y^^w exprefles it, " all that is in the world, the luft of

the eye, the luft of the flefli, and the pride of life:" And by

overcoming of it, is meant, our renouncing thefe, fo as not

to follow or be led by them : for whofoever is born from

above, has his afFedions fet on things above : he feels a divint

attradtion in his foul, which forcibly draws his mind heaven-

wards ; and as the hart panteth after the water- brooks, {o

doth it make his foul to long after the enjoyment of his God.
Not that he is fo taken up with the affairs of another life,

as to negled the bufinefs of this : No ; a truly fpiritual man
dares not ftand any day idle ; but then he takes care, though

he laboureth for the meat which perifheth, firft to fecure that

which endureth to everlafting life. Or, if God has exalted

him above his brethren, yet, like Alofes, Jofeph^ and Daniel^

he, notwithftanding, looks upon hrmfelf as a ftranger and pil-

grim upon earth : having received a principle of new life, he

walks by faith and not by fight j and his hopes being full of

immortality, he can look on all things here below as vanity

and vexation of fpirit : In (hort, though he is iru, yet he is

not of the world j and as he was made for the enjoyment of

Go-d, fo nothing but God can fatisfy his foul.

The ever-bleffcd Jesus was a perfect inftance of overcom-

ing the world. For though he went about continually doing

good, and alwaj's lived as in a prefs and throng ; yet, wherevet

he was, his converfation tended heavenwards. In like man-
ner, he that is joined to the Lord in one fpirit, will fo order

his thoughts, words, and adions, that he will evidence to all,

that his converfation is in heaven.

On the contrary, an unconverted man being of the earthy

is earthy ; and having no fpiritual eye to difcern fpiritual

things, he is always feeking for happinefs in this life, where
it never was, wiH, or can be found. Being not born again

from above, he is bowed down by a fpirit of natural infirmity:

the ferpent's curfe becomes his choice, and he eats of the duft

of the earth all the days of his life. A
Fourth fcripture mark of our having received the Holy

Ghoft, is, Our loving one another.

L 4 ^' Wa
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« We know (fays St. John) we are pafTed from death

unto life, becaufc we love the brethren.'* " And by this

(fays Christ himfelf ) (hall all men know that ye are my

difcinles, if ye have love one towards another." Love is the

fulfilling of the gofpel, as well as of the law : for " God is

love; and whofoever dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God.

Bat by this love, we are not to underftand a foftnefs and

tendcrncfs of mere nature, or a love founded on v/orldly mo-

tives (for this a natural man may have) ; but a love of our

brethren, proceeding from love towards God : loving all men

in general, becaufe of their relation to God ; and loving

good men in particular, for the grace we fee in them, and

bccaufc they love our Lord Jesus in fmcerity.

This is chriflian charity, and that new commandment

which Christ gave to his difciples. New^ not in its objedV,

but in the motive and example whereon it is founded, even

TecUS Christ. This is that love which the primitive chrif-

tians were fo renowned for, that it became a proverb. See how

ihcfi chriflians love one another. And without this love, though

we fliould give all our goods to feed the poor, and our bodies

to be burnt, it would profit us nothing.

Further, this love is not confined to any particular fet of

tT\en, but is impartial and catholic : A love that embraces

God's image wherever it beholds it, and that delights in no-,

thing fo much as to fee Christ's kingdom come.

This is the love wherewith Jesus Christ loved mankind :

J-Ie loved all, even the worll of men, as appears by his weep-

ing over the obflinately perverfe ; but wherever he faw the

leaft appearance of the divine likencfs, that foul he loved in

piirticular. Thus we read, that when he heard the youjig

man fay, " All thcfe things have 1 kept from my youth,'*

that fo far he loved him. And wherr he faw any noble in-

ilance of faith, though in a Centurion and a Syropheniciany

aliens to the commonwealth of Jfrae!^ how is he faid to mar-

vel at, to rejoice in, fpeak of, and commend it ^ So every

fpiritual difciplc of Jesus Christ will cordially embrace all

V'ho worfhip God in fpirit and in truth, however they may
differ as to the appendages of religion, and in things not

efTeutially neceflary to (alv^;ion,

I con-
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I Confcfs, indeed, that the heart of a natural man is not

thus enlarged all at once i and a perfon may really have re-

ceived the Holy Ghoft, (as Peter^ no doubt, had when he

was unwilling to go to Corneliui) though he be not arrived to

this : but then, where a ptrfon is truly in Christ, all nar-

rowncfs of I'pirit decreales in him daily ; the partition wall of

bigotry and party zeal is broken down more and more ; and

the nearer he comes to heaven, the more his heart is enlarged

with that love, which there will make no difference between

any people, nation, or language, but we (hall all, with one

heart, and one voice, fing praifes to him that fitteth upon the

throne for ever. But I haften to a

Fifth fcripture mark, Loving our enemies.

'* I fay unto you, (fays Jesus Christ) Love your ene-

mies, blefs them that curfe you, do good to thofe that hate

you, and pray for them that defpitefully ufe you and perfe-

cute you." And this duty of loving your enemies is fo necef-

fary, that without it, our righteoufnefs does not exceed the

righteoufnefs of the Scribes and PharifeeSjOr even of Publicans

and finners :
" For if you do good to them only, who do

good to you, what do you more than others ?'* What do you

extraordinary? " Do not even the Publicans the fame?"

And thefe precepts our Lord confirmed by his own example ;

when he wept over the bloody city ; when he fufFered himfelf

to be led as a fheep to the (laughter^ when he made that mild

reply to the traytor Judas^ " Judas^ betrayeft thou the Son of

man with a kifs ;" and more efpecially, when in the agonies

and pangs of death, he prayed for his very murderers, "Fa-
ther, forgive them, for they know not what they do."

This is a difficult duty to the natural man ; but whofoever

is made partaker of the promife of the Spirit, will find it

practicable and eafy : for if we are born again of God, wc
muft be like him, and confcquently delight to be perfciSt ia

this duty of doing good to our worft enemies in the fame

manner, though not in the fame degree as he is perfe£t : He
fends his rain on the evil and the good ; caufeth his fun to

(hine oh the juft and unjuft ; and more efpecially commended
his love towards us, that whilft we were his enemies, he fent

forth his Son, born of a woman, made under the law, that

he might become a curfe for us.

Many
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Klany other marks are fcattered up and down the fcrlp-

tures, whereby we may know whether or not we have received

the Holy Ghoft : fuch as, " to be carnally minded, is death,

but to be fpiritually minded is life and peace." " Now the

fruits of the Spirit are joy, peace, long-fufFering, meeknefs,'*

with a multitude of texts to the fame purpofe. But as moft,

if not all of them, are comprehended in the duties already

laid down, I dare affirm, v/hofoever upon an impartial ex-

amination, can find the aforefaid marks on his foul, may be

as certain, as though an angel was to tell him, that his pardon

is feaied in heaven.

As for my own part, I had rather fee thefe divine graces,

and this heavenly temper ftamped upon my foul, than to

hear an angel from heaven faying unto me. Son, be of good

cheer, thy fms are forgiven thee.

Thefe are infallible witnefles ; thefe are Emmanuel^ God
with and in us j thefe make up that white ftone, which none

knoweth, faving he who hath receiveth it ; thefe are the earnefts

of the heavenly inheritance in our hearts : In fhort, thefe^are

glory begun, and are that good thing, that better part, and

which if you continue to ftir up this gift of God, neither mea

fior devils (hall ever be able to take from us.

I proceed, as was propofed, in the Third place, to make aa

application of the doctrine delivered, to feveral diftin(9: clafles

<?f profeilbrs. And

. Firjl^ 1 fhall addrefs myfelf to thofe who are dead in tref-^

paOes and fins. And, O how could I weep over you, as our

Lord wept over JerujaUjii! For, alas ! how diftant muft you

he from Gcd ? What a prodigious work have you to finilh,

who, inftead of praying day and night, feldom or never pray

at all ? And, inilead of being born again of God, fo as not

to commit fin, are fo deeply funk into the nature of devils, as

to make a mock at it ? Or, inftead of overcoming the world,

{a as not to follow or be led by it, are continually making

provifion for the ilefli, to fulfil the lufts thereof. And, inftead

of being endued with the god-like difpofition of loving all

men, even your enemies, have your hearts full of hatred,

Kialice, and revenge, and deride thofe who are the fincere

ioWo^uz of the lowly jESUa, But think you, O finners,

that
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that God will admit fuch polluted wretches into his fght ?

Or fliould he admit you, do you imagine you could take any

pleafure in him ? No ; heaven itfelf would be no heaven to

you ; the devilifh difpofitions which are in your hearts, would

render all the fpiritual enjoyments of thofe blefled manfions,

inefFed:ual to make you happy. To qualify you to be blifs-

ful partakers of that heavenly inheritance with the faints in

light, there is a meetnefs required : to attain which, ought to

be the chief bufinefs of your lives.

It is true, you, as well as the righteous, in one fenfe, {hall

fee God ; (for we muft all appear before the judgment-feat of

Christ) but you muft fee him once, never to fee him more.

For as you carry about in you the devil's image, with devils

you muft dwell : being of the fame nature, you muft (hare

the fame doom. '' Repent, therefore, and be converted, that

your fms may be blotted out." See that you receive the Holy

Ghoft, before you go hence : for otherwife, how can you

efcape the damnation of hell ?

Secondly^ Let me apply myfelf to thofe who deceive them-

felves with falfe hopes of falvation. Some, through the in-

fluence of a good education, or other providential reftraints,

have not run into the fame excefs of riot with other men, and

they think they have no need to receive the Holy Ghoft, but

flatter themfelves that they are really born again.

But do you (hew it by bringing forth the fruits of the Spi-

rit ? Do you pray without ceafing } Do you not commit fm ?

Have you overcome the world ? And do you love your ene-

rnies, and all mankind, in the fame manner, as Jesus Christ
loved them ?

If thefe things, brethren, be in you and abound, then may
you have confidence towards God ; but if not, although you

may be civilized, yet you are not converted : no, you are yet

in your fms. The nature of the old Jdani ftill reigneth in

your fouls ; and unlefs the nature of the fecond Adam be

grafted in its room, you can never fee God.
Think not, therefore, to drefs yourfelves up in the ornaments

of a good nature, and civil education, and fay with Jgag^

*' furely the bitternefs of death is paft :" For God's juftice,

notwithfianding that, like Samuel^ fhall hew you to pieces.

However you may be highly efteemed in the fight of men, yet,

in
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in the fight of God, you are but like the apples of Sodom^

dunghills covered over with fnow, mere whited fepulchres,

appearing a little beautiful without, but inwirrdly full of cor-

ruption and of all uncleannefs : and confequently will be dif-

mifTed at the laft day with a " Verily, 1 know you not."

But the word of God is profitable for comfort as well as

correction.

Thirdly^ Therefore I addrefs myfelf to thofe who are under

the drawings of the Father, and are exercifed with the Spirit

of bondage, and not finding the marks before mentioned, are

crying out, Who fhall deliver us from the body of this death ?

But fear not, little flock ; for notwithftanding your prefent

infant ftate of grace, it fhall be your Father's good pleafure

to give you the kingdom. The grace of God, through

Jesus Christ, fhall deliver you, and give you what you

thirft after: He hath promifed, he will alfo do it. Ye fhall

receive the fpirit of adoption, that promife of the Father, if

you faint not 1 only perfevere in feeking it ; and determine

not to be at reft in your foul, till you know and feel that you

are thus born again from above, and God's Spirit witnefleth

with your fpirits that you are the children of GoD.
Fourthly and Lnftly, I addrefs myfelf to thofe who have re-

ceived the Holy Ghoft in all his fandtifying graces, and are

almoft ripe for glory.

Hail, happy faints I for your heaven is begun on earth :

you have already received the firft fruits of the Spirit, and are

patiently waiting till that blelTed change come, when your

harveft ihall be compleat. I fee and admire you, though,

alas ! at fo great a diftance from you : your life, I know, is

hid with Christ in God. You have comforts, ycru have

meat to eat, which a finful, carnal, ridiculing world knows
nothing of. Christ's yoke is now become eafy to you, and

his burden light. You have pafTed through the pangs of the

new birth, and now rejoice that Christ Jesus is fpiritually

formed in your hearts. You know what it is to dwell in

Christ, and Christ in you. Like Jacob's ladder, although

your bodies are on earth, yet your fouls and hearts are in

heaven : and by your faith and conftant recolle6lion, like the

bleffed angels, you do always behold the face of your Father

which is in heaven.

I need

'



I need not exhort you to prefs forward, for you know that

in walking in the Spirit there is a great reward. Rather will

1 exhort you, in patience to poiTefs your fouls yet a little while,

and Jesus Christ will deliver you from the burden of the

flefli, and an abundant entrance (hall be adminiftered to you,

into the eternal joy and uninterrupted felicity of his heavenly

kingdom.

Which God of his infinite mercy grant, through Jesus
Christ our Lord : To whom, with the Father, and
the Holy Ghoft, three Perfons and one God, be afcribed

all honour, power, and glory, for ever and ever.

SERMON


